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You seem a bit confused, so I'll try to answer your questions...but most of that I've done inline. Feel free to
ask for more detail if I didn't clarify enough. Good luck!

−Cliff

"−Draino−" <guest@xxxxxxxxxxx> wrote in message
news:Ot7V$jn9IHA.2496@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx

Hi all,

I have 3 PC's that at one time were all in the same workgroup. No server. The users all
accessed the PC's with local usernames and passwords. All 3 users had accounts on all 3
computers. All 3 users could log into any computer with their username and password.

You didn't specify which OS these three PC's are running.

Now that a SBS2003 server has been added, all 3 users log on to the network. All 3 users still
use the same usernames and passwords that they had when the computers were in a
workgroup.

Were the COMPUTERS (not users) joined to SBS2003 using the connectcomputer wizard? If not, you should
do that. The wizard migrates users as part of the process.

Because the users still have local computer accounts, the users are still allowed to log into the
computers locally. When I go to the user accounts I see all 3 users with accounts on the
"computer name"

Users should NOT have local accounts anymore. Domain accounts can log in locally (aka in front of the
machine) as well, if the computer was properly joined to the domain (see above.)

If I delete the user and add them back and put there account with the "domain name" they can
no longer access the computer locally.
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You don't add their account back at all. Domain accounts are created (and listed) on the server. They won't
appear under "local users" on the local machine, because the user is no longer local. Trying to add a local
user, even using the domain name, is only confusing the system. Rule of thumb: Domain accounts are added
on the domain controller (SBS2003.) Local accounts are added locally. Domain users do not need local
accounts. At all. Ever.

It seems as though I can do this for the Administrator account as well.

The local admin account can be useful for some system changes, but should not be removed. 95% of your
admin work should also be done using the domain admin account.

My questions are, would I be able to delete the admin account and add it back using the
"domain name" and if so how would anyone access that computer locally?

No. Windows still requires a local admin account. You'd have problems deleting it. You can rename it for
security reasons if you so desire. You also do not "add" the domain account locally, for reasons described
above.

Is it as simple as just adding a new user and making them an administrator on the "computer
name"???

The reason I haven't tried this is because when you add a user the box says "user name" and
"domain name" there is no option for "computer name" and if I get an error that say's "domain
name does not exist" I wouldn't know how to access that computer locally.

I believe all of this is moot. You are trying to add/adjust local accounts when this simply isn't necessary. As
long as the computer is joined to the domain, the local computer will connect to, and authenticate from, the
SBS server. No accounts need to be created or accessed from the local machine. Everything is done over the
wire.

The other thing is what would happen if I just leave the computers the way they are and I
made a local user and administrator, would that user be an administrator on that machine
locally and a regular user on the domain?...I assume so :)

No. If you create a local user then they won't be a regular user on the domain. They won't be *any* user on
the domain. This would really make administrating SBS (and the clients!) more difficult. Get your accounts in
order now and you'll be much happier down the road.

Another question is after reading a response from Lanwench, I made those users have access
with "remote desktop" access on the local machine but as a member of the domain. Would
they not have remote access through RWW if I made them admins locally as well?

If domain users have local admin rights, they will have access to RWW.
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What happens if I change an existing user, (that is only a regular user on the domain), on the
local machine, and give them admin rights to the domain? Does their account get updated on
the domain to administrator?

You cannot do this on a local machine. You don't have access to the "domain admins" group on a local client
(unless you've installed ADUC, which I assume you haven't) so this scenario cannot exist. You could only do
so from the SBS server. And if you did, they would, in fact, have domain admin rights (a very very very bad
thing!)

What are the pro and cons of users having access to their local machine?

The pros are that users can install their own software. Makes less work for the sysadmin when they need new
"stuff."

The cons are that users can install their own software. Makes more work for the sysadmin when they screw up
adding new "stuff." (viruses, etc.)

Yep, the devil is in the details.

Never thought there was so much to know about simple user accounts!!!!!!

Randy

−−

For The Best Web Hosting Money Can Buy Go To:
http://www.serverpoint.com/1028.html

.

Re: Local Accounts

Re: Local Accounts 3

http://www.serverpoint.com/1028.html

