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Hello Claude,
The way from DHCP leasing has never changed. Doesn't matter if 2000 or 2003

1. During the boot process, a client computer that is configured as a DHCP client sends out a broadcast pac
called DHCPDISCOVER. This Discover packet contains the client's computer name and Media Access
Control (MAC) address so the DHCP servers can respond to it. Basically, the Discover packet says, "I'm
looking for a DHCP server who can lease an IP address."

2. DHCP servers on the network respond to the broadcast with a DHCPOFFER. In essence, the DHCPOFF
says, "I am a DHCP server and | have a lease for you." If several DHCP servers respond to the request, the
client accepts the first offer that it receives.

3. The client responds via a broadcast message called a DHCPREQUEST. This message basically says, "l
accept your lease offer and would like an IP address." If other DHCP servers made offers, they also see the
lease offers were not accepted by the broadcast message, so they rescind their offers. (They must not like
getting snubbed by a client computer.)

4. The DHCP server whose offer was accepted responds with a DHCPACK message, which acknowledges
lease acceptance and contains the client's IP address lease as well as other IP addressing information that
configure the server to provide. The client is now a TCP/IP client and can participate on the network.

Best regards

Myweb
Disclaimer: This posting is provided "AS IS" with no warranties, and confers no rights.

Not 100% sure of the DHCP assigning mechanism of the Server 2003 DHCP
service... someone can confirm me?

I'm asking that since we are migrating an old split-scope

configuration (2 W2K) to a brand new Server 2003 server (no split
scope anymore). This said, we want to avoid merging both server leases
on the new server, since I'm assuming that the server will ping
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http://www.tech-archive.net/Archive/Windows/microsoft.public.windows.server.networking/2007-05/msg00325.html
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addresses before leasing it...
Thanks.

Claude Lachapelle
Systems Administrator, MCSE
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