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Not sure what's going on but what you've described initially sounds like you
did the rigth thing. The way I solved this was to create a new site group
and provide these essential permissions (among others) at the portal level,

    Add Items − Add items to lists, add documents to SharePoint document
libraries, add Web Discussion comments
    Edit Items − Edit items in lists, edit documents in SharePoint document
libraries, and customize Web Part Pages in SharePoint document libraries
    Delete items from a list, documents from a document library, and Web
discussion comments in documents

Add a test user account to this new group and give it a whirl. I just did
testing on this very same thing today and it works as I would expect. Users
are able to add/edit/delete their own listings/doc/etc, but not other
people's. I also have Area approval on so there is a small training issue
in that when a user publishes a listing to an area, their listing doesn't
show up after they've added it (unless they're in Edit mode for the page, vs
View Page). Listings pending approval will be designated with a special
icon.

HTH.

"Pat" <anonymous@discussions.microsoft.com> wrote in message
news:2c3d401c46919$4816a900$a401280a@phx.gbl...
> My users would like to give Contributors the ability to
> Add, Edit and Delete items in a list. I access site
> settings I grant all three permissions to the Contributor
> role. But the result is the Contributors can add an item
> but cannot edit or delete. To give them the ability to
> edit and delete I must grant the Contributor the ability
> to Manage Area.
>
> The dilemma is the following − my users wish to grant
> Contributors the ability to add, edit and delete items in
> a list without giving them permissions to Manage Area.
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> Manage area permission when granted results in having the
> ability to Mange Portal Site.
>
> Without the edit and delete capability content publishi
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