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> | am not asking design
> advice on the tables.

Unfortunately it's a design problem. Lack of keys makes many things in SQL
impossible or at least very difficult. That's why correct design is so
important.

Taking just the subset of columns you posted earlier, try this:

INSERT INTO Products (photographerid, sort, programname, packagename)
SELECT DISTINCT customer, sort, program, package
FROM OldData

INSERT INTO ProductPriceCodes (productid, gpcodel, gpcode2, gpcode3)
SELECT DISTINCT P.photographerid, O.codel, O.code2, O.code3
FROM OldData AS O
JOIN Products AS P
ON O.customer = P.photographerid
AND O.sort = P.sort
AND O.program = P.programname
AND O.package = P.packagename

There are problems with this. Maybe it happens that the same combination of
(photographerid, sort, programme, packagename) occurs for multiple products?
You can't resolve that in your design. Then again, maybe it never happens.

Also, because you don't have a natural key in the target table you can't
easily handle NULLs in the data — rows with NULLSs just won't get inserted. |
guess you could try to work around this in the join of the above SELECT but
better to declare a proper key to start with (did | mention how important
keys are...?) :0)

David Portas
SQL Server MVP
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